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 Education  for children  from  needy  families 

                                                                                  December 2013 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

in retrospect, 2013 was, and still is, a very eventful year. With this newsletter, we want to 

provide you with a little overview of this year's events. 

As our Naveen School caters for children from very needy families, the February of 2013 

began with a highlight when Clowns without Borders brightened up the children's day with a 

wonderful 2-hour performance. Clowns without Borders is a group of artists from Munich 

who visit children in crisis zones suffering from poverty and hardship in order to put a smile 

on their faces. We also established contact with similar institutions in Benares, enabling the 

children there to share the joy. 

 Clowns without borders at Naveen School       

       Alex at his performance                                            
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Afterwards, our second teachers' training course took place. It was held by Juhi Pandey from 

Tara for Children, a charitable society from Goa. The content was again how to playfully 

promote the children's environmental consciousness. Besides, Juhi aimed to motivate the 

teachers to do more experimental teaching. We wish that enough funds will be available for 

the continuation of these very valuable programs with Juhi. A big thanks to Juhi for all her 

personal input in so many ways ! 

 

Learning experimental teaching methods for the teachers    Teaching play-way methods with Juhi 

 

At the same time, Aaron Houska, our volunteer from the US, continued teaching English in 

all classes with much commitment and ingenuity. His friend Kate did small pieces of 

handicraft with individual classes once a week. Saying goodbye to Aaron in May after six 

months of intense English teaching was very hard for the children. Through his teaching, 

they gained the courage to communicate in small English sentences. 

 

Karin, Aaron & Kate – our volunteers                              Aaron behind, children at their arts classes in front  

 

Unfortunately, our intended English teacher for this school year was unable to take up her 

work due to problems with her visa. Because of this, we are urgently looking for a suitable 
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English teacher – a task that has turned out to be very difficult in Benares time and again. 

We are welcoming volunteer service for the same during the time from approximately 

October till April. 

At the end of February, Karin Haschler took up her art educational therapeutic work with the 

children for several weeks. Supported by Janani Pratap, who had been organising school 

matters for several weeks, she started several art projects with the children. These projects 

were completely unknown territory for the children which they entered with great joy. 

Especially the fifth-graders, who were to leave Naveen School in April, benefitted greatly 

from the innovative creativity of this artistic work.  

 

Collagen ala Picasso  

The range of artistic activities included larger-than-life silhouettes, collages, colour-reduced 

pictures, abstract painting, and a large circular picture of the whole class which adorned the 

school entrance until the beginning of monsoon. 

Painting activities on the roof                             Karin during her art workshops with very involved kids 
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The annual school celebration took place on March 2nd with dances and plays by the 

students. The children had much fun learning English songs from Aaron and Kate. Kate's 

effort in designing the costumes made for very unique performances. This year's motto was 

the importance of trees for the environment. 

                                     

 Annual celebration with performances of  
                                                                                   children and teachers         

In November, Karin Haschler held another crafts workshop for several weeks. This time, her 

focus was on  movement and three-dimensional modelling which was readily taken up by 

the children (cf. www.widervision.org>activities). Many thanks, Karin, for the enormous 

efforts you put into all your preparations and the unique contribution you made through 

these workshops – an unforgettable enrichment and joy for our children and the whole 

team!  

In this context, we thank all charitable institutions and all private persons from everywhere 

for their manifold help, for their contributions and especially also with regard to dealing with 

bureaucratic hurdles in India. Through Peter Naaijenks, thanks to his thorough knowledge of 

India and his dedication, we could establish useful  ties.  Special thanks goes to the Smith 

Memorial School in Varanasi whose director Mrs. Dey spontaneously offered to support our 

work. With additional help of the Smith Memorial School, we will, for example, soon be able 

to replace the corrugated sheet on the school roof with a cemented roof. This will help 

protect our children against heat, monsoon, and monkey attacks and will enable them to 

study safely.   
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Anna Posch, student from the University of Regensburg in Germany, was very helpful in 

translating important writings for us. Danilo D’Angelo from Progetto Utopia is furtheron very 

helpful with deeds and advises. During the winter months, Simon Pratap devoted his time to 

organisational work and fundraising for Naveen School.  

Thanks a lot for all your assistance !  

  

5th graders with volunteer Janani Pratap 

A small invertor which produces electricity during electricity failures could finally be 

purchased this spring. It has a pleasant effect on the learning of the children as light and 

ventilation is now available, especially when it gets hot!  

Apart from the running costs for the school, we are currently looking for additional support 

for the following necessities.  

 shelves, cupboards, and chairs & tables for our 8 classrooms and office 

 school uniforms, including shoes 

 additional materials for art lessons 

 a screen for media didactics 

 ventilators and lamps  

 floor mats to sit on & door mats 

We welcome material contributions, too, may it be new or second hand !    

The Wider Vision Foundation is still dependent on steady sources of income to guarantee 

regular school lessons and adequate payment for teachers. Moreover, we urgently need 

support for the appointment of additional office and teaching staff.  
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Support from corporate companies and other charity organisations would assure a more 

regular and secure source of income to our school function. We welcome contacts and 

collaborations with project partners! 

        India's inflation rate of 8% (this is an official figure. When it comes to basic food, the 

actual numbers are considerably higher!) is especially threatening for members of the lower 

social classes. This also strongly affects our students' parents, who earn their living with 

manual labour such as driving the rickshaw or cleaning. Accordingly, the costs incurred for 

the school, including impending renovations and the recurring provision of medical care for 

the especially needy, have increased unexpectedly strongly over the last few years. 

Finally, we want to express heartfelt thanks to all donators and well-wishers, all volunteers 

and advisors from everywhere for being there and offering willingly their help, especially 

also with regard to overcoming bureaucratic hurdles in India. To our teaching staff we are 

very thankful for their untiring efforts! 

Your commitment gives us as always the courage and the means to carry on the important 

work to  provide education to those children who come from financially and socially weaker 

families !  

A very Merry Christmas and a fulfilling New Year 2014  
to everyone from 
 

Vandana Singh & Birgit Pratap 
and the whole team of Wider Vision in India ! 
 

                          

 
          
            The highest education is that which     
                does not merely give us information  
                        but makes our life in harmony  
                                           with all existence                                                                            
                                                         
                                   
                                         Rabindranath Tagore 
                      Indian Poet, Philospher & Educationist 
 
  
 
 
Karin with a proud 5th class & their arts- work                                                              
In the picture also teacher Suraya Bano & Divya 
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 student girl in full attention  listening    

Indian Beneficiary Trust Account for Indian and Non-resident Indian donors: 
Under 80G our Trust is exempt from taxes and donation receipts can be issued ! 
 
For direct transfers:     Trust Account name: Wider Vision Foundation 
                                         Bank Account Number: 50040798939 
                                         Name of the Bank: Allahabad Bank 
                                         Bank IFSC Code: ALLA0211065 
    Bank Branch:  C-29/1A-1, Maldahiya, Varanasi, India 
OR 
Issue a cheque for Wider Vision Foundation and send it by courier or registered post to: 
Wider Vision Foundation 
S-14/ 84-E Teliyabagh 
221002-Varanasi, U.P., India                          Mobile 0 9935065564 / 0 9452246589   
 
For questions regarding donations please write to B. Pratap on office@widervision.org 
 

      The Wider Vision Team thanks ! 


